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Rev. Dr. David K. Shelor 
 

“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor 

have good news brought to them.”   Matthew 7:22 

 

Dear Saints, 

In the passage from Matthew above, the disciples of John the Baptist have come to Jesus later in 

his ministry questioning whether or not he really is the Messiah, the one sent from God. He tells 

them simply to report back what they have seen and heard and decide for themselves. 

 

In the pages that follow, you will find a summary snapshot of what our congregation has achieved 

in the past year. I certainly can understand the inclination to skip past all of the various reports and 

flip immediately to the financial report. While important and while we have good news to report 

there, including a 10% increase in financial contributions over the previous year, I hope you do 

not confuse the ends with the means. If you do, you will miss the true ends that God intends for 

this congregation and for the world – lives transformed by Christ’s love, healing and grace. There 

is LOTS of good news to be told about those things here at First Presbyterian Church, Dunedin. 

 

It is hard for me to comprehend that it has now been 10 months, almost a year, since I first became 

your pastor. While my family and I eagerly await the completion of our new home under 

construction (currently scheduled for mid-February), it is clear to us that we already have a home 

here with you. You continue to welcome us warmly, enthusiastically and appreciatively. We are 

incredibly grateful. 

 

And I am incredibly appreciative of you: your deep love for and connection to this community and 

its people, the connections and care that exist among you and your sincere love of God, shown 

through your worship, study and service. This church is blessed with a committed and very capable 

staff and sincere and wise leaders who seek to serve others and God. You have two inspirational 

worship service, solid opportunities for study and fellowship and many opportunities for serving 

others in the community and the world. This is a GREAT church! 

 

As I have come along side you, my priorities this year have been: 

 To get to know you individually and collectively and listen intently to who you are and 

what your hopes and dreams are for this church: 

 To make sure we have strong administration, the nuts and bolts of being church, so that our 

ministry and mission is strengthened and empowered; and  

 To help clarify the congregation’s mission to grow and build a community of followers of 

Jesus who “worship…love…help… and share”. 

As is obvious to all, it is not as easy to be the Church as it has been in decade past in this country. 

Yet, I am convinced that congregations that are clear about their mission and align that mission 

with their actions and activities, staying focused, have a great future ahead of them. I know this 

church has a great future ahead of it. 

Grace & peace, 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

The Finance Committee reports to Session.  Members of the Finance Committee are: Treasurer 

Bill Hemme, Jeff Gow, John C. Smith, Katherine Calhoon, Lynn Steuernagle, and Chair Diana 

Carsey. 

 

The Finance Committee is responsible for collecting and counting contributions, paying bills, 

managing budgets and bank accounts.  We maintain a record of all the procedures pertaining to 

our financial health; the procedures are updated regularly and as needed to reflect policy decisions 

made by Session.  All gifts to First Church are managed by the Finance Committee.   

 

Funds available for operations and capital projects equal $524,150; funds designated for special 

projects and missions equal $117,806, for a total of $641,956, on December 31st (unaudited).  Most 

of these funds are invested with Vanguard; checking accounts are deposited at SunTrust Bank in 

Dunedin. 

 

Regular giving to the Church to maintain operations is important, and we are extremely blessed by 

the generosity of our congregation.  Giving over the past three years, as shown on the following 

page, demonstrates the trends over time.  In general, donations are low in the summer and increase 

in the winter. 

   

During 2016, First Presbyterian Church received $469,271, including a $70,000 grant from the 

Dana Beck Fancher Fund.  Expenditures for operations equaled $461,574. Capital funds of $3,850 

were spent for roof engineering fees, $3,000 was used for the completion of Heyward Parlor, and 

$4,770 for improvements to our basement for youth programs. 

 

Preschool revenue equaled $230,394, compared to $219,088, in expenses.  See table at the back 

for detail by program. 

 

For 2017, church expenses are expected to increase to accommodate a modest increase in staff 

salaries increased insurance costs and minor inflation in utility and supply costs.  Education will 

see a welcome increase in activity (and associated costs) for programs.   

 

In 2017, expenses related to capital projects will reach deeply into our Church community.  Two 

projects are critical - the Major Roofs Project and the Education Building back stairs.  Both 

projects weaken the structure, and they impact the safety of our congregation, visitors, and 

children.  Contracts are being developed and work will get underway in 2017.  Cost of the Roofs 

Project and Back Stairs projects is expected to be approximately $200,000.  To proceed with these 

projects, Session has approved borrowing the funds; and a Capital Campaign for Roofs and Stairs 

has been initiated asking the Congregation for contributions to repay the loan.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Diana Carsey, Finance Committee Chair. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2014 $33,80 $27,03 $25,43 $32,57 $25,97 $18,31 $29,83 $21,08 $33,95 $21,58 $26,65 $49,02

2015 $26,56 $30,10 $32,72 $25,57 $22,05 $22,75 $24,11 $45,71 $31,02 $24,86 $29,58 $38,51

2016 $32,35 $35,57 $31,84 $26,63 $50,63 $32,90 $26,26 $22,88 $32,48 $27,36 $33,81 $36,43
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

Frances Doyle served as chair of the committee until personal and work obligations forced her to 

resign.  Linda Frazer took over as chair in the fall.  Current members of the committee are: Sue 

Armagost, John Smith and Frances Doyle. The Personnel Committee was rejuvenated with the 

hiring of Rev. David Shelor.  With his leadership and the input of the committee members, we 

accomplished the following during 2016: 

 We interviewed and hired part time kitchen managers Rita and Greg Long. 

 Provided  a retirement party and gift from the congregation for Betsi Knapp. 

 Worked with a committee from Worship Café to hire a new Worship leader.  Jeremy Best 

resigned to move to California.  We were very happy to offer the position to Jorge Natal. 

 We advertised for the position of Webmaster to manage our church website.  We were  fortunate 

that Jeff Gow stepped up to oversee this very important position. 

 Sue Armagost brought some concerns about our nursery to the committee.  As a result, the 

Searcher's Sunday School took on the nursery as a project.  The class collected money to be used 

to purchase snacks, diapers and a port-a-crib.  A sign-in sheet was implemented so the staff would 

have parent contact information in the event of an emergency.   

 With input from John C. Smith and Joe Nixon the Personnel Committee addressed changes for 

the upcoming year in the Board of Pensions Benefits Package offered to some of our employees. 

Joe's input helped us meet a fast approaching deadline and Donna Dayock worked with staff 

affected by the change so they could make an informed decision regarding their benefits. 

 We reviewed the budget for 2016 and made recommendations to the 2017 budget. 

 The committee met with Joe Nixon to review the upcoming changes to the Florida Labor 

Standards Act for 2017.  It was decided that the staff will submit weekly time-sheets in order to 

track hours and how this may affect overtime.  The implementation FSLA was later put on hold 

by the state until further notice. 

 At the request of Rev. Shelor we started one-on-one annual reviews with the staff. 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 

The Property Committee reports to the Session.  Members are Chair Bubba Roberson, Diana 

Carsey, Jeff Cockrell, Galen Edwards, Don Knapp, Barry Lanier, Greg Long, Joni Morrow, and 

Jamie Webb.  

The Property Committee monitors the condition of facilities and equipment that make up the 

Church, the Preschool, and three out buildings.  During the past year, a number of actions have 

been taken to forestall deterioration or injury.  Some new equipment has been installed to replace 

old equipment.  Maintenance and repair projects in the past year were funded from a set-aside 

established several years ago by the Session for Capital Projects (See summary of Capital Fund at 

end of this report).   

2016  Product Description Cost to Members incl. amt 
Donated (Net Revenue) 

Narthex  Water Leak & Fire Alarm $1,109 

Heyward Parlor Remodel and Decorate $7,000 

Basement Youth Programs 
space 

Remodel and Decorate $4,771 + $4,100 donated 

Church Tours Congregation Walk-Around (no cost) 

Church Bus was sold Sale of vehicle ($6,000 received)  

Rental Space (house, apt., & 
office space for Presbytery) 

Net revenue to the Church Capital 
reserves 

($30,000) 

Preschool Flooring Room 4 Capital Reserves from school 
tuition  

 

Rental Properties:  In 2014, Session set aside $36,500 for renovations of the house and garage 

apartment owned by the Church on Highland Street.  The work was completed and the properties 

are being leased.  Net revenue is being paid back, and will be paid off by March of 2017.  In 2016, 

Church office space was leased to the Tampa Bay Presbytery; also providing net income to the 

Church Capital Fund (see table above). 

Projects Underway:  During the last year, the Property Committee initiated four projects that will 

be implemented shortly:  

 Replacement of Sanctuary Fabric (funded by Music donations);  

● Replacement of Garage Roof and Apartment Roof (funded by Capital Fund).  

● Replace seven damaged flat roofs, protecting AC units associated with the work. (Capital 

Campaign) 

● Replace or repair corroded exterior emergency exit stairs behind Education Building. 

(Capital Campaign) 
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The Committee conducted tours to deepen our understanding of the issues of the Church property 

and its physical condition.  As time goes by, additional projects need to be addressed, and funding 

will need to be identified.   

 

PRESCHOOL NEEDED CAPITAL PROJECTS 
Preschool Capital Projects are funded by the Preschool Capital Fund. Projects are approved and 

overseen by the Session.  These projects have been submitted as high priority: 

A. Install new flooring for classroom no. 4. 

B. New windows throughout Preschool to allow children to see outside, and to reduce heating 

costs. 

C. Fire alarms in Director’s Office and a speaker for fire alarm outside in the 1-YR Playground 

area. 

D. Construct floor-to-ceiling wall around Preschool Director’s office. 

E. Install folding wall between rooms 3 and 4 to create separate lounge and work spaces.  

F. Install porte corchere to protect the entrance to the Preschool. 

 

CHURCH NEEDED CAPITAL PROJECTS 
First Church capital projects under consideration for first priority (over next five years), are as 

follows: 

A. Hook up the smoke alarms in the Basement. 

B. Rehabilitate the Heyward Courtyard - repaint the furniture, level the ground for safe  

access; and re-work/nourish plantings.   

C. Examine all critical features of the Church buildings; provide a schedule for repairs; and  

Establish a regular schedule for painting all exteriors. 

D. Paint the Church and Preschool, install gutters where appropriate, and patch and repair  

walls as needed. 

E. Paint all metal railings throughout property. 

F. Upgrade the Sanctuary to replace warped doors and install fully functioning AV system. 

G. Professionally clean and wax floors in Hager Hall.  (Do not wax kitchen.) 

H. Refinish the pianos owned by the Church (Music Fund). 

I. Complete work in the Youth Room to rehabilitate the kitchen and the study room areas. 

 

VOLUNTEERS CAN HELP! 
Many work projects that we want to implement in the Church are available for volunteers to do, 

with little or no cost.  The Property Committee would coordinate.  Those projects are the following: 

a) Sort out all the closets and storage rooms; eliminate things we no longer use. 

b) It’s time for good spring cleaning, inside and out. 

c) Pressure wash the west side of Hager Hall and the Sanctuary. 

d) Install signage that points to the Nursery and back out to the Sanctuary. 

e) Replace cabinets in Church workroom where countertop and cabinets are not stable. 

f) Make WiFi broadly available on Church property.  

g) Clean the Cinema drapes, seating, and carpet. (Retain fire-retardant finish.) 

h) Clean the Choir and Bell Choir Rooms. Replace the blinds.  
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For the second priority capital projects (second five years), the following are needed and will 

have to be funded before they can be started: 

1) Upgrade at least two of the eight adult restrooms on Church property to meet ADA 

standards. 

2) Consider security that might require electronic door controls to all exterior doors. 

3) Upgrade East Hager Hall: upgrade chairs, eliminate sink, and make it an attractive area. 

4) Renovate the apartment over the garage. 

5) Paint all the interiors of the Church.  Replace worn out or broken furniture. 

6) Replace all windows in the church to be hurricane safe to reduce cost of air conditioning 

and improve safety. 

7) Replace fixtures to accommodate LED standard to reduce heating costs. 

8) Upgrade electronic signage at Highland and Scotland so that it can be maintained digitally. 

 

For the third priority (ten or more years from now), the following projects are identified and need 

to be funded before they can be implemented: 

I. Renovate Hager Hall kitchen, re-design the space and improve the use of cabinets and 

storage. 

II. Resurface the parking lot, install lighting (surface has at least 10 years’ more life). 

III. Clean, Repair, and Install protection over, Stained Glass windows in Sanctuary as needed. 

IV. Replace gabled shingle and red-tiled roofs that have reached useful life. 

V. Install hurricane protection of our stained glass windows. 

VI. Digitize Church historical keepsakes and records. 
 

Property Committee 2016 Annual Report, Draft of Needed Capital Projects, and Capital Campaign plan 

respectfully submitted by Bubba Roberson & Diana Carsey, January 9, 2017. 
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COMMISSION REPORTS 

 

COMMUNICATION COMMISSION 

 

The Communication Commission’s accomplishments in 2016 were: 

 Providing the necessary resources to effectively promote all events and activities of the 

church; 

 Assisting the commissions, committees, church staff and Pastor with the different 

marketing strategies available.   

 Helping create flyers, posters, banners, picture boards and newspaper coverage;   

 Making available Event Tracking Sheets in the mail room, front office and East Hager Hall. 

This roadmap when followed will improve the efficiency and effectiveness of event 

planning; 

 Creating an electronic bulletin board for current event’s projected on the screens in Hager 

Hall each Sunday; 

 Maintaining a newly managed web page…www.fpcdunedin.org.   

 Providing official church email addresses to church staff members; and 

 Designing advertising for the grand welcoming of our new Pastor as well as a farewell to 

our interim Pastor. 

 

The Communication Commission hopes to accomplish the following in 2017: 

 Continue to serve our customers with advertising strategies and best practices; 

 Maintain a Community Events Table when information is submitted by members; 

 Place weatherproof signs outside, near commuter traffic, advertising church events open to 

the community; 

 Help members organize a new activity group by developing a timeline and appropriate 

advertising; and 

 Inform our church family and church visitors about the purpose of each Commission. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jodie Cannon and Lorene Tutell 

Communication Commission Co-Directors 
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DBF MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

 

The Dana Beck Fancher DBF Missions Committee identifies the best way to distribute the 

annual earnings from the Dana Beck Fancher (DBF) Fund.  Members of the DBF Missions 

Committee during 2016 were Chairman Greg Long, Lois Hager, Monica Adelman, Mary Beth 

Dauble,  Ann Thomas, and Matthew Pinder. 

 

In 2016, the DBF Missions Committee was honored to grant over $ 364,000 to deserving non-

profit organizations. Recipients are listed below.  

 

 Organization 
Grant 

Amt 
Purpose 

1) Bright Threads $ 6,500 
Partially fund training videos to include children with 

developmental disabilities in church activities Tampa Bay 

2) Neighborly Care Network $ 17,500 Increase Meals on Wheels deliveries in Pinellas County 

3) 
Homeless Empowerment 

Program 
$ 20,000 

New playground in family area and maintenance/repairs on 

existing structures 

4) 
Loving You Where You’re 

At 
$ 5,000 Counseling for women in the sex industry Tampa Bay 

5) 
Religious Community 

Services 
$ 15,000 Partial salary for grant request writer Clearwater 

6) St. Petersburg Free Clinic $ 15,000 
Annual maintenance on two vehicles used for food transport 

delivery 

7) 
Union Theological 

Seminary 
$ 5,000 Projector and A/V equipment Richmond, VA 

8) Wheelchairs 4 Kids  $ 15,000 Custom wheelchairs for disabled children Palm Harbor 

9) 
Cedarkirk Camp and 

Conference Center 
$ 32,000 

1st installment on $100,000 grant for new ADA compliant 

lodge 

10) Ready for Life Pinellas $ 12,686 Assistance for foster children who “age out” of the system 

11) FPC Dunedin    $ 70,000 Replenish financial reserves use for operating expenses 

12) 
Rotary Club of Lewisburg, 

West Virginia 
$ 5,000 Flood relief 

13) ECHO of Brandon $ 5,000 Poverty relief educational program 

14) C and M Lifeline   $ 35,000 Education building for nursing program in Honduras 

15) Good Neighbors $ 4,000 Wheelchair access for food bank facility Akron, Ohio 

16) Himalayan Hope $ 12,500 Classroom construction for school 

17) Jacob’s Touch $ 5,000 Autistic family care program Oldsmar 

18) 
Honduras Children’s 

Scholarship Fund 
$ 15,000 School scholarships 

19) Outreach Foundation $ 6,000 Middle East Ministry coordination support 

20) Springs of Hope Kenya $ 3,000 Sewing machines for self-reliance training program 

21) Honduras Water Project $ 5,000 Water filters through St. Andrews Presbyterian 

22) Habitat for Humanity $ 17,500 Shady Grove homes Dunedin 

23) Beth-El $ 30,000 New warehouse for farmworker ministry 

24) 
Cedarkirk Camp and 

Conference Ctr 
$ 8,200 High ropes challenge course upgrade and repair 

 

Respectfully submitted by Greg Long. 
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EDUCATION COMMISSION 

 
Education Committee reports to Session and the members are Joan Roberson, Chair, Beth 

McCallister, and Jennifer Gordon. 

 

The Education Committee is responsible for the continuing edification of our congregation.  We 

strive to be aware of and receptive to new suggestions on ways that service the needs of the 

congregation. 

 

The following areas are our current focus: 

 

Sunday School:  “Searchers” led by Eric Houghton meets every Sunday morning and we look at 

the scripture lesson for Sunday’s sermon.   They normally have at a minimum 25 people in 

attendance but can be over 40 with standing room only. 

 

                             “Foundations in Faith” meets on Sunday morning and is taught by Buddy Doyle.  

The class is about history and Creeds of the Christian Church. 

   

Tuesday Evening Bible Study:  Led by Buddy Doyle who takes one book of the Bible at a time 

and we read and discuss the scriptures reflecting on the historical setting and what it means for us 

today. 

 

Sonshine Mountain:  Carole Anne Agnew, Joan Roberson, Eric Houghton and Beth McCallister;  

rotate teaching this class.  We follow stories and teachings of the Bible. 

 

Youth Group:  Jennifer Gordon and David Shelor 

 

Koinonia:  Every month, September through May, Mary Walthall invites an individual who comes 

and presents a book that they have read.  Book discussions are always well attended and Mary 

does a terrific job.  Koinonia is a wonderful outreach to individuals who would not have 

traditionally attended church. 

 

Vacation Bible School:  Carole Anne Agnew and Joan Roberson;  Each year we research the 

offerings for the current year and select the one we feel would work the best.  We then cherry pick 

the package and 9 used in the past.  Our numbers of participants have declined over the years but 

we persevere! 

 

Respectfully submitted by Joan Roberson 
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FELLOWSHIP AND HOSPITALITY COMMISSION 

 

Members of the Fellowship and Hospitality Commission are Director Carol Harp, Candy 

Barnette, Lynn Burks, Peggy George, Nancy Klopp, and Marge Ralph. 

 

The Fellowship Hour, Every Sunday 11:30AM 

 Average attendance is approximately 40-60 people. 

 Hosts for each month are rotated among various groups in the church; and during the 

summer, host opportunities are offered to various individuals and families who wish to 

celebrate anniversaries, birthdays, etc. 

  

First Annual Spring Picnic, April 10, 2016  

 This was a huge success with about 135-150 people attending. 

 Entertainment: Thaddeus Wiley and his band.  

 We provided pulled pork and drinks, the guests provided side dishes and desserts. 

 This was the perfect opportunity to welcome Dr. David Shelor and his family to First 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Cookout and Vespers in the Courtyard, October 16, 2016 

 Due to wet weather, we met in Hager Hall instead of the courtyard. 

 Over 60 people attended. 

 We provided grilled and wrapped hotdogs and drinks, the guests provided side dishes and 

desserts. 

 Entertainment: Carol Harp and David Eichenberger played various hymns on their violins, 

Greg Long and Alan Frazer provided skits, Jorge Natal led us in singing.  

 A fire pit was lit in the courtyard, but since we had to meet inside, we were not able to fully 

enjoy it. 

  

Supper Club: Chair Candy Barnette, Peggy George, Carol Harp, Lois Matocha.  

 Now beginning its fourth year, the Supper Club continues to draw old and new members 

together in an informal setting. 

 Arranged a total of nine small dinner parties in individual homes during the spring and fall 

months. 

 We arranged one large party at Mease Manor in February. 

 

Conversations with David 

 We organized small get-acquainted gatherings of church leaders as well as all church 

members with Dr. David Shelor from May through September. 

  

Special Events 

 Special Fellowship Hour to welcome Dr. David Shelor; 

 Special Fellowship Hour to say good-bye to Mac Sigmon; and 

 Burns Supper coming January 25, 2017. 

Respectfully submitted by Carol Harp 
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FIRST FRIENDS PRESCHOOL 

Members of the preschool commission are Donna Dayock (staff0, Cori LoCicero (staff), Joan 

Roberson and Lynn Steuernagle.  

 

First Friends Preschool is a mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Dunedin, providing 

young children ages 1-5 the opportunity to develop the skills necessary to mature academically 

and socially.  In addition, our school teaches children how to sustain relationships with each 

other and how to start becoming citizens of the larger community.  Religious education is an 

important component of the curriculum.  The pastor of First Church, David Shelor, provides a 

chapel service twice monthly.  On alternating weeks, Stephen Allen, Director of Music, teaches a 

music class for the children. 

 

The staff of the school includes its director, Cori LoCicero and six teachers.  Donna Dayock, 

Church Administrator, also serves as accountant for the preschool, taking the responsibility for 

receiving tuition. The preschool is supporting itself and making improvement plans.  Our plan for 

classroom improvement for 2016 was to complete flooring for the office and room 4 with laminate 

and carpet, which we did.  The plan for classroom improvement for 2017 is to complete flooring 

for room 5 with new laminate and carpet. 

                        

Our school is open from 7 am to 6 pm to accommodate the needs of working parents. The preschool 

currently has in enrollment 5 one-year-olds, 4 two-year-olds, 8 three-year-olds and 19 four & five-

year-olds in VPK class. 

 

Feedback and comments from parents continue to be positive.  First Friends VPK (voluntary pre 

kindergarten) program scores are the highest in the area including elementary schools.  We are 

fortunate to have an outstanding director, experienced administrator and hard-working staff. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Cori LoCicero and Donna Dayock 
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MISSION COMMISSION  

 

We are called to spread the love of Jesus Christ to our neighbors, near and far, by feeding, 

clothing, lifting the oppressed, promoting self-sufficiency and a belief in God’s Word. 

 

We are grateful to God for directing us in our work this year. Members of the Commission are 

Beverly Fisher, Nancy Geyer, Ann Hemme, Joan Morrow, Suzanne Wolmering and Jude 

Zentmeyer.  Ad hoc project leaders are Jodie Cannon, Greg Long and Iris Poppler. Latisha Fisher 

and Barbara Shuler were also members, at the beginning of the year. 

 

The following are our significant projects with a summary of activity in each: 

 Religious Community Services (RCS) – We continued to give donations of clothing and 

household goods, on a monthly basis, to Grace House and the RCS Thrift Shop. We gave 

$1,050 and 341 pounds of food to their Food Bank through Souper Bowl of Caring in 

February. Five members of our congregation attended the “Faces of Domestic Violence” 

luncheon in October. We served five meals at Grace House and offered activities and visits 

with the children and parents. In addition, we joined with the Good Shepherd Episcopal 

Church of Dunedin to do a Christmas program at Grace House; they provided a meal and 

we provided Santa and gifts for the children.  

 

 Beth-El Farmworker Ministry in Wimauma, FL – Seven of our members attended an 

anniversary presentation and dinner in November, and attended the Presbytery meeting 

there in February and toured the facility, learning more about the ministry. The Reverend 

Kathleen Dain, Executive Director of the ministry, spoke in both of our worship services 

December 18. We hope to take more members of our congregation to this mission to learn 

and do service. 

 

 PathLight in Belize – Our missionary, Laura Connelly, joined this organization this year 

and serves as support and liaison to students in Belize who receive high school scholarship 

support from this organization. Our congregation gave financial scholarship support of 

$1,000 each to two students this year. Members started pen-pal relationships with some of 

the students. A group from our congregation went to Belize in October to volunteer at 

PathLight and also to set up a clothing closet and playground at a local church. We look 

forward to building our relationship with PathLight through the mission work of Laura and 

others in our congregation.  

 

 David Cortes-Fuentes and Josey Saez Acevedo - We have begun communication with these 

PCUSA missionaries (who are in Cuba) and will continue building a relationship with 

them. David teaches at the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Matanzas, while Josey 

assists the Cuban Presbyterian Reformed Church in Christian education efforts. We hope 

to have them visit us in the summer of 2017. 
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 American Cancer Society – We gave $5,461 which we raised through activities related to 

Relay-for-Life in April. 

 

 Homeless Empowerment Program (HEP) – Donations of clothing were given to the thrift 

shop monthly. Food from some of our Fellowship events, and clothing donations were 

given to HEP veterans. We donated $2,486 to help pay for a new van that will shuttle 

veterans to the V.A. in St. Petersburg daily. Three veterans and their activities director 

visited us in both worship services on November 18, Veterans Day weekend, and gave a 

moving talk about their life challenges and the help and inspiration they have received from 

HEP and from our congregation. 

 

 Pack-A-Snack – Fourteen members of our congregation purchased, bagged and delivered 

food to the Dunedin Elementary School for 50 students to take home on weekends, every 

week of the year that school was in session. 

 

 Dunedin Cares – We collected and donated over 1,000 pounds of food to this local food 

pantry (delivered to them every 2 weeks throughout the year) which supports 

approximately 400 families from the Dunedin area. 

 

 Clothes-to-Kids – We donated over 600 pairs of socks and underwear through the July 

drive which helps Pinellas County school children. We also gave regular monthly 

donations of good used clothing which was collected from our congregation. 

 

 Faith & Action Standing Together (F.A.S.T.) – Reverend Shelor and three others from our 

commission attended an information session about this consortium of churches in Pinellas 

County which addresses issues of justice in our community. We will be having a workshop 

at our church in January to inform more of our congregation members about this important 

ministry. 

 

 United Faiths Walk – Reverend Shelor and several members of our congregation 

participated in this Dunedin walk in October. The purpose is to bring together people of 

various faiths, building friendship and respect. Another walk is planned for March and our 

church will host the opening and closing. 

 

 Pinellas Hope – We served seven hot meal lunches to folks living in this tent shelter in St. 

Petersburg. 

 

 Meals on Wheels – Members of our congregation delivered meals every week to local folks 

in need. 
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 Heart of the Heroes – Members of this organization attended both of our worship services 

on August 21 to promote information about becoming a foster parent. Their band, 

consisting of several teenagers, gave an inspirational performance about being a foster 

child. 

 

 Christmas donations – Our congregation gave monetary donations, totaling $4,600, to nine 

organizations at Christmastime: HEP veterans, Grace House (along with a Christmas 

program for the children), Dunedin Elementary School, Beth-El Farmworker Ministry, 

Dunedin Cares Food Pantry, First Friends Preschool, The Haven domestic abuse shelter, 

PathLight organization in Belize and to David Cortes-Fuentes and Josey Saez Acevedo 

PCUSA missionaries in Cuba. 

 

 Poole Fund – Several individuals from our local community as well as several families 

from our congregation received monetary gifts this year to assist them in times of great 

financial need. Our commission worked with Reverend Shelor to prayerfully make these 

decisions. 

 

 Special Offerings – We received five special offerings this year: International Missionary 

$363; One Great Hour of Sharing $1448; Pentecost $520 ($208  kept locally for Dunedin 

Elementary School Kindergarten gifts); Global Witness & Peacemaking $655 ($164 kept 

locally for The Haven); and the Christmas Joy offering of $667. 

Reports for the Dana Beck Fancher Missions Committee and the First Friends Preschool are 

submitted under separate cover. 

 

We look to 2017 with continued inspiration to live out our call to Christian mission, in the local 

community and the greater world. We thank the congregation, Session, the other Commissions, 

church administrators, Pastor and folks involved in the mission organizations, for working with us 

to spread the love of Jesus Christ. And we thank those whom we serve for showing us more of 

God than perhaps we could ever imagine. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Nancy E. Geyer 
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WELCOME TEAM 

 

A new initiative to focus more intentionally on hospitality toward our church visitors was launched 

in 2016 by Session and Pastor David Shelor.  Marge Brown was asked to lead the WELCOME 

TEAM and the group met the first time on July 17, 2016.   Members are:  Bev Adler, Betty & 

Allen Arnold, Marcie Carnevale, Karen & Tim Dickson, Donnie Hanson, Marty Lawyer (Assistant 

Director), Clare McGrane, Marge & John Ralph, Elizabeth Saunders.  Pastor David serves as 

Advisor to the Team, which is a sub-committee of the Fellowship & Hospitality Commission. 

 

In the first six months, the team identified focus points:  being more welcoming at the door, making 

an extra effort to get name tags on all members, capturing names of snowbirds for an up-to-date 

master list, review of exterior signage directing the public to First Church, working with the 

Communications Commission to add a “button” on the website “I’m New Here”, and preparing a 

new brochure highlighting the many service opportunities available at our church.  In the new year, 

all First-Time Visitors who self-identify will be given a “blue bag” with a variety of informational 

and useful materials about First Church.  These blue bags will make it easier for the congregation 

to easily identify first time visitors and reach out to them. 

        

In 2016, 18 new members were welcomed as members (Full and Affiliate status); a party bringing 

them and all church leaders together will be held on January 22, 2017 at the home of Betty & Allen 

Arnold. The goal of the party is to help new members find a church program or activity where they 

might find a call to serve and for church leaders to be able to readily know all the new members 

welcomed in 2016.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Marge Brown and Marty Lawyer. 
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMISSION 

 

The Worship and Music Commission coordinates the programs for worship at the Church.  The 

Commission reports to Session.  Members in the Worship and Music Commission are Stephen 

Allen (staff), Marcia Allen, Allen Arnold, Betty Arnold, Laura Garcia, Nancy Jewett, Jorge 

Natal (staff), Iris Poppler, Pastor David Shelor, and Lynn Steuernagle  

 

The purpose of the Worship Commission is to oversee services both Sunday’s and special services, 

make sure Communion is served at both services and Mease Manor and sermons are preached. We 

are also in charge of recruiting Communion Servers, Liturgists, and Flowers donors.  Our special 

services are Kirkin’ of the Tartan, Easter (Sunrise and regular), Harvest Service, and three 

Christmas Eve Services. We host special services in the evening for Ash Wednesday and Maundy 

Thursday. We sponsor two special events during the year, the Blessing of the Animals and the 

Chili Cook-off/Hanging of the Greens.  Our Commission oversees Weddings, Baptisms, and 

Memorial services. The Worship Commission works closely with the Leaders of Music.  We did 

all the above plus welcomed a new Pastor to our Pulpit and a new Worship/Praise Band Leader to 

Worship Café this year. We watch our spending closely and ended this year under budget.    

 

The Music Program of FPC continued in its long history of excellence.  The Handbell and 

Sanctuary Choirs provided service music for worship and special services throughout the year.  

First church continued its collaboration with the Clearwater Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists in sharing its facility for the annual PIPESCREAMS program and Choir Camp was held 

following VBS.  Director of Music, Stephen Allen, attended continuing education classes and 

served as organist for wedding and memorial services.  Fellowship opportunities were enjoyed by 

the choirs with a pot-luck dinner and the annual Epiphany Party. 

Respectfully submitted by Co-Chairs - Laura Garcia and Lynn Steuernagle  
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ANNUAL REPORTS 

DANA BECK FANCHER MISSIONS, INC  

 
The DBF Missions, Inc. (The Corporation) Board of Directors comprises Tim Dickson, President, 

class of 2017, John C. Smith, Vice President, class of 2019,  Debbie Bushnell Brashear, Treasurer, 

class of  2017,  Sue Armagost, Secretary, class of 2018, Jamie Webb, class of 2018 and David 

Wolters, class of 2019.   

 

The Board of Directors of DBF Missions, Inc. (The Board) is responsible for administering The 

Corporation’s funds for the benefit of First Presbyterian Church of Dunedin (The Church).  Those 

duties include supervising the managers of the funds, approving the investment policy of the fund 

and the distribution of money from the fund's investments to The Church.  Distributions are strictly 

for the support of missions, as approved by The DBF Missions Committee and ratified by Session, 

all in concert with the will of Dana Beck Fancher.  

 

The board continues to try and improve the efficiency and transparency of its operation. One of 

the major objectives in 2016 has been to improve the transfer of knowledge to new directors joining 

the board. To this end operating procedures, including archival storage of corporation records, 

have been documented and job descriptions for the Officers and directors developed.  

 

The day-to-day management of The Corporation's funds remains under the direction of Northern 

Trust, where their able managers search for prudent investment strategies for The Board to 

consider.  The strategies are designed, under the DBF Investment Profile Statement, to position 

the DBF funds for optimal returns while minimizing risk to The Corporation's assets. The Board 

continues to be impressed by the responsiveness, expertise and availability demonstrated by our 

Northern Trust money managers.  Additionally, their services continue to be provided at minimal 

expense to The Corporation.  

 

The value of the fund as of 12/31/13 was $12,666,251.  On 12/31/14, the value of the fund was 

$12,831,503.  On 12/31/15 the value of the fund was $12,161,531.  As of 9/30/2016 the value of 

the fund was $12,623,679. Currently 26.6% of the fund is invested in accounts with a “Maximum 

Growth“objective and the remaining 73.4% is invested with an Income with “Moderate Growth” 

objective.  For the calendar year 2016, The Corporation, in accordance with its status as a Florida 

Unitrust, made 3% of its total assets, or $364,846, available to The Church exclusively for the 

support of approved missions.   

 

During 2016 the "Investment Review Committee" consisting of John C. Smith (chair), Paul Stone 

and Marion Yongue, continued its evaluation of management alternatives. This action is being 

taken to whether the current money managers are providing investments with the best possible 

return while ensuring an appropriate level of safety and recognizing the inability of a volunteer 

board to actively manage the fund.  Projection of funds available to DBF Missions in 2017 at 3% 

is approximately $375,000. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Tim Dickson, President of the Board DBF Missions, Inc. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

 

The purpose of Presbyterian Women is to commit ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer 

and Bible study, to support the mission of the church, to work for justice and peace and to build 

an inclusive and caring community of women. 

 

We presently have 3 Circles that meet once a month for Bible study and fellowship.  The Bible 

study leaders are Carole Anne Agnew and Dot Bishop.  Implicit in each circle is the caring and 

friendship of the women with each other. Each circle supports mission projects of their members 

choosing.  This past year donations were made to support RCS, Guide dogs, Isaiah’s House, Pack 

a Sack, Morning Star and Heifer International. 

 

All the circles hope to support fellowship within FPC by offering events such as the previous 

Holiday Tea, now Valentines Tea and the Birthday Lunch.  The proceeds from these events 

supported Beth-El Farmworkers, Isaiah’s Inn, Living Waters for the World, R.C.S., Church 

Women United, the Presbytery of Tampa Bay and the grant recipients of the Birthday Offering.  

We also coordinate the Blanket Sunday Offering on behalf of Church World Services. 

 

As part of our support for FPC, the circle members deliver the alter flowers to make a connection 

with those who are ill or shut ins in need of encouragement, or sometimes in gratitude or to mark 

a significant event in a church member’s life.  Circle members also assist in hosting memorial 

receptions. 

 

There are currently 52 circle members.  All women are welcome to join a circle or just visit any or 

all of the circles.   

 

The Coordinating Council members are:  Moderator,: Karen McNulty, Treasurer:  Lynn 

Steuernagle, Secretary: Lois Matocha, Communication : Karen Dickson, Memorial receptions: 

Peggy George and members at large Gayle Hill and Sally King. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Karen McNulty, Moderator 
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2016 Actuals, 2017 Budget, and Financial Report*  

 

    2016 Actual  2017 Budget 
       

CHURCH REVENUES Tithes and Offerings   $           389,182    $       395,000  

 Other Income                  10,089               10,510  
       

 SUBTOTAL REVENUES               399,271             405,510  
              
CHURCH EXPENDITURES Administration                  84,111               85,400  

 Personnel                 285,206             294,198  

 Property                   59,631               58,919  

 Finance                   14,917               17,660  

 Education                     1,359               12,650  

 Church Community                    3,507                 5,150  

 Stewardship                    1,608                 1,150  

 Worship and Music                    8,554               10,875  

 Missions                     1,899                 2,400  

 Community Communications                      783                 1,610  

 SUBTOTAL EXPENDITURES               461,574             490,012  
       
NET CHURCH INCOME (LOSS)                   (62,303)            (84,502) 

TRANSFER FROM PRESCHOOL TO CHURCH                     5,653                      -    

TRANSFER FROM SAVINGS                    56,650    
BALANCE                            (0)   

              
       
PRESCHOOL INCOME Tuition                 176,599             184,800  

 Grants and Gifts                  53,795               57,000  

 SUBTOTAL PRESCHOOL INCOME               230,394             241,800  
              
PRESCHOOL EXPENSES Personnel                 198,075             213,116  

 Administration                  21,013               24,680  

 SUBTOTAL PRESCHOOL                219,088             237,796  
       
NET PRESCHOOL INCOME (LOSS)                    11,306                 4,004  

TRANSFER TO CHURCH RESERVES                    (5,653)   
TRANSFER TO PRESCHOOL CAPITAL RESERVES                   (5,653)   
BALANCE                            -      
              

       
STATUS OF CHURCH FUNDS on December 31, 2016            
OPERATING CASH AT END OF YEAR     $             92,551    
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN GIFTS AT END OF YEAR   $             16,300    
       
VANGUARD ENDOWMENT FUND 

(Estate Gifts)     $           126,571    
VANGUARD INVESTMENT FUND        $           561,935    
TOTAL INVESTED FUNDS     $           688,506    
              

 

     

     

 *For more information, please contact Church office.     
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